An Open Letter to Teachers
Dear Fellow Educators:
Aren’t we tired of being purveyors of fear?
How can students not live in fear when schools are predicated on the fact that failure could lead to a
lifetime of no-success, poverty and misery? How can we support a world economy in which, even if
every child excels in their studies, the majority must do unpleasant and unrewarding work?
Now, thanks to our prolonged COVID-19 lockdown, are we preparing students for a world without
jobs? Wasn’t it bad enough when we were preparing students for jobs that harm the environment and
human health? Wasn’t it bad enough when we were preparing students for a global economy that
depends on minimum wage slaves and work that degrades our intelligence?
If we are following government-designed curricula, we are part of the problem. If we are good,
faithful, obedient teachers, then we will, by definition, work to teach students to succeed in the existing
unsustainable economy, and we will teach them only the attitude and skills needed to contribute to the
unsustainability and injustices of our world. After all, we are not in the business of creating
revolutionaries and reformers, are we?
If we can’t believe that we are part of the problem, we join a large company of trained professionals
who lived or are living in denial about their guilt.
In the past, doctors working in maternity wards refused to believe that their dirty hands and
instruments were infecting patients. Many thousands or possibly millions of people died, even after
Doctor Ignaz Semmelweis explained the fatal errors. Doctors were too proud to believe that they might
be responsible for killing patients.
Are we too proud to consider the evidence that nothing in our lessons helps students avoid being
economically raped by the upper class, reverse the ongoing environmental catastrophe, and prevent the
present global illness epidemic?
If we are too proud to admit that we are killing our children’s futures, we join the ranks of modern
doctors. They are more prudent and hygienic than past doctors, but the progress of time has not
equated with progress for patients. Modern American doctors are responsible for killing over 300,000
patients per year. If we add all the patients who die from chemotherapy and other drugs, the number of
medical third-degree murders would be even more holocaust-like. Of course, most doctors refer to this
‘problem’ with the phrase medical malpractice, not third-degree murder. They are too proud to be
honest.
What are we educators guilty of? We are guilty of more than we dare imagine. We are guilty of
pushing children to be vaccinated without informed consent – and worse, without our knowing all the
ingredients in our vaccines, and without ever applying critical thinking skills to the history and use of
vaccination. We accept the government’s demands without question – unless, of course, the
government demands that we work for less money or makes our career less comfortable and the
education system even less acceptable.
We are guilty of misinforming children about the climate crisis and their western diet, and the
connection between the two. As scientists have explained, our love of meat and dairy is responsible for
a large portion of green house gas production and the majority of deforestation. Additionally, as food
animal flesh and cow milk are unnecessary and not very good for humans. The old argument about
protein and calcium is simply laughable, as most animals do not need them and the argument that
humans are naturally carnivorous and drinkers of cow milk is simply laughable.
https://www.democracynow.org/2018/11/29/george_monbiot_ending_meat_dairy_consumption

We are guilty, too, of working for a system that drives students mad with boredom, frustration and
stress, and we refuse to change the system and we support parents and doctors who blame – I mean
diagnose – our students, call them ADHD kids, and drug them. Over 6% of American students and similar
numbers in Canada are legally drugged because of the education system.
We are guilty of teaching our children to ignore the severity of the crisis we live in, to ignore the fact
that the several crises are pushing us towards permanent and universal sickness, debt, war, and
extinction.
We are even guilty of training our students to contribute to the crisis. We are training the next
generation of health- and environment-destroying doctors, engineers and scientists, for we teach them
a form science guaranteed to screw up our environment and our bodies.
We are guilty of teaching our students to trust our political system, – as if professional politicians
weren’t always the enemy of the people and the enemy of life.
I could compose a much longer litany of guilt, but let this suffice.
Admitting that we are guilty can be painful and difficult, especially if we’ve been wrong year after
year, especially if we enjoy being paid for being wrong, especially if we’ve been working hard at
convincing innocent and helpless children to believe all the wrong things. Admitting the truth can be
hard. I wasted plenty of time looking for truth. Other teachers don’t even look; they prefer to live in
denial and they will be remembered as cowards and the enemies of children, of humanity and of life.
But why focus on the pain involved in changing? Isn’t the status quo painful enough? Or, do we like
being disliked, ignored and forgotten by our students? Do we like repeatedly teaching an irrelevant,
useless, boring or even dangerous curriculum of bullshit?
Well, in defense of teachers, perhaps we should recognize that they, too, are victims of a
dehumanizing, brain-washing system designed to spread apathy, ignorance, and a dangerous vision of
life and the future. They are blindly loyal to the governments that pay them and they are addicts of the
corporations that titillate them. Still, now that children’s lives are so obviously being ruined and the
future obviously looks worse than the past, isn’t it time teachers stood up and fought for life and sanity?
Isn’t it time to emulate the Texas Speech Pathologist Who Lost School Job for Refusing to Sign Pro-Israel,
Anti-BDS Oath? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dOfQYBXJOI
If you want to set your desk on fire, buck the system and be truly loved by students, then join me on the
quest to create a better world for us and for our children. Join me in striking, protesting, and/or
subverting the system by sharing ideas that will awaken the desire for knowledge and ultimately inspire
them to take action and fight for life.

